
Sangh Patrika
JCNJ NEWSLETTER - WINTER 2010

233 Runnymede Road,
Essex Fells, New Jersey 07021

Phone (973) 226-2539
E-mail: info@jaincenternj.org
Web: www.jaincenternj.org

JAIN CENTER OF NEW JERSEYJAIN CENTER OF NEW JERSEYJAIN CENTER OF NEW JERSEYJAIN CENTER OF NEW JERSEYJAIN CENTER OF NEW JERSEY

JCNJ President’ s Message

Jai Jinendra

On behalf of the EC/BOT, we wish you a very happy, healthy and prosperous New Year. Last year was the most
successful year in the history of JCNJ. We not only had the largest events, but we also collected significant funds for
both Jirnoddhar and Franklin Township Derasar Projects. Each event was truly enjoyed by the sangh in large numbers.
Some of the significant events were:
Che Gaav Ni Jatra:  We celebrated Che Gaav Ni Jatra jointly by Siddhachalam and JCNJ Sangh on Sunday, March
2009 at Siddhachalam.
Mahavir Jayanti:  The Mahavir Jayanti was celebrated on April 12, 2009. We had fun filled cultural program presented
by our Pathshala students, including Raas, Garbas, Stavans, Dramas and Varghodo.  A 22 minute colorful “FT Derasar
2010 - Lets Do It Now” audio video touched everyone’s heart.
Franklin T ownship Derasar Shilanyas Celebration:  Under the blessings and guidelines of Pujya Acharya
Rajyashsuruji Mahrasaheb, the Shilanyas Mahotsav was performed on Saturday, May 2, 2009. Despite of rainy
weather in the morning, the event was well-attended. This was a spiritual and joyful ceremony once in a life time.
Franklin T ownship Derasar Project:  Under the leadership of Nitinbhai Talsania, Chairman, Rashi Construction was
awarded as General Contractor and construction had begun on June 25, 2009 to complete Phase 1 project in 18
months. Details are given in this Patrika.
Essex Fells Derasar Jirnoddhar Project: The renovation project was successfully completed on time and within
approved budget. The CO was received on Thursday, July 16, 2009 12:39 PM. Our temple looks very beautiful with a
new marble Ghabharo, Bhamati, three Shikhars, nine Gokhalas, six Pillars and Parapet  In addition, the rangmandap
is graceful with chandelier with state of the art HVAC and audio-video. JCNJ thanks jirnoddhar committee.
Caldwell Derasar Pratistha Mahot sav:   A five day Pratistha Mahotsav was successful and peaceful with tremendous
Utasah/Anand from over 2000 members and dignitaries during two weekends on July 17,18, 19,25,and 26, 2009
under guidance from Shri Narendrabhai Nandu with blessings from Gurudev Chitrabhanuji. The pratistha was performed
with three original Bhagvans plus two new Nageshwar Parshvanath and Shantinath Bhagvans and nine Dev-Devi.
JCNJ thanks all donors and volunteers.
Paryushan Parva: The Paryushan Parva (08/16 to 08/22) was celebrated with a religious scholar Dr. Flaguniben
Zaveri from Mumbai. All 8 days were filled with various morning and evening lectures with Snatra Puja, Swapna
Darshan and Bhakati Sangeet Bhavana programs. Approximately 80 tapasvis performed Athai and more than 8
Upavas and 32 kids did all 8 days penance.
Donations:  JCNJ appreciates your generous donations and contributions towards the FT project, Jirdoddhar Project
and historic Pratistha Mahosav of Caldwell Derasar. We collected approximately 1.2+ million dollar in cash and
pledges. Refer to the My Jinalay Donations scheme in this patrika.
Challenges and Opportunity:   I am expecting 2010 will be extremely busy and our team wish to complete the
following very important challenges:

• Collect at least 2 + million dollar donation for FT Derasar Project
• Complete Constitution and Bylaws Amendment by mid year
• FT Derasar Pratimajis Nagar Pravesh, Limited Time Location, Vidhi and Celebration
• Prepare FT Derasar Pratistha Mahotsav plan

It is a time to make a positive change for all members and let us make a difference with your continuous support, time
contributions and generous donations

Best Regards,

Rashmi Shah
President
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Franklin T ownship Derasar Project Accomplishment s

v Franklin Township site was purchased in 1999 under the leadership of
Girishbhai Shah (BOT past Chairman) and Virendrabhai Shah (EC past
president).

v Site conceptual design was developed by Hamribhai Vadi. Temple
architectural was completed by Chandrakant Sompura. Preliminary design
was completed by the designcommittee in 2000.

v Site Engineering drawings were prepared by Reynolds in 2001 and site
work was completed by Rothberg with underground utilities and parking in
2004.

v Bhumi Pujan was performed under Shri Rajendrabhai Dalal on May 18,
2003 and the First Shilaropan Mahotsav was performed on Sunday, June
22, 2003.

v Several Pujans were performed:
v Shri Gautam Swami Pujan on August 1, 2004
v Bhumi Sudhikaran Pujan, May 22, 2005
v Parshav and Padmavati Pujan, Sunday, July 17,2005

v Detailed Engineering Design Contract was awarded to Mishra and
Associates(with CEC and L&J) on March 2007.

v Several Pujans were performed:
v Shanti Aradhana Pujan on July 15, 2007
v 108 Parshvanath Pujan on August 19, 2007
v Shri Bhaktamar Pujan on July 12, 2008

v Anjanshalaka for Five Pratimajis was performed by Acharya Rajyashsuriji
in Kulpakji, India on December 4-7, 2008 and Pratimajis were located in
Kulpakji Derasar with assistance from Shri Rajendrabhai Dalal.

v Bhumi Pujan & Khanan Vidhi were conducted on April 27, 2009 and Shilanyas
Mahotsav was performed by Vidikar, Shri Nareshbhai Shah (NY) and
celebrated on May 2, 2009

v Temple & Prayer Hall Contract was awarded to Rashi Construction on, June
17, 2009 and the first day of Construction was begun on June 25, 2009.
Foundation permit was obtained in July and remaining permits were received
in November.

JCNJ thanks all donors, sangh members, vidhikars, design committee members,
construction committee members, engineers, contributors and volunteers who
have helped in making a successful above events for the Franklin Township
Derasar Project.  
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Franklin T ownship Project Construction Progress Report

v 100 % foundation walls were completed for the derasar . 95% foundation walls completed

for the prayer hall. Remaining 5% wall was lef t open for a heavy equipment to go in and

out in the basement.

vvvvv Majority of underground utilities in the derasar and prayer hall were completed.

vvvvv Derasar first floor steel columns, beams and decking were inst alled.

vvvvv Derasar first floor and cellar concrete were poured and copper pipe to the main center

shila for coin ceremony is extended in the Gabhara area.

vvvvv HVAC systems and electrical equipment were ordered.

vvvvv Kitchen design work was finalized. A/V and security system were also finalized.

vvvvv 90% of shop drawings for marble work were completed and finalized.

The overall construction work is progressing very well and we have completed 20 -25% of the

construction activities.

Franklin T ownship Project Future Months Construction Plan

vvvvv Derasar first floor block wall will continue up to the temple roof.

vvvvv Derasar roof steel beams and decking will be inst alled.

vvvvv Derasar inside framing for two floors and Gabhara will be completed.

vvvvv Prayer hall steel columns, beams, decking, first floor concrete and steel framing will st art

in mid February .

The construction committee meets every two week on site to resolve all construction related issues.

See the construction progress photos in the Patrika.



My Jinalaya Donation Proposal

Our dream is turning into reality!
The JCNJ Franklin Township Derasar train will soon arrive to its final destination. There is immense excitement and enthusiasm in the

air. We all have to make sure that the train reaches its final destination without any delays. Soon it will be time to bring our Bhagwans to their
new home.

Derasar & Prayer Hall are up!
As you may have read in the construction progress report, the foundation walls for the Derasar and Prayer Hall were completed. A

significant amount of related structural work is also completed and more work is underway. Overall, the team has completed about 25% of the
project.

With the blessing and krupa of our Tirthankar Bhagwans, and the gracious support of the Sangh members, the construction of our
new Derasar is rapidly progressing. With the beginning of 2010, we look forward to continued progress. Our temple is destined to complete as
per our project schedule. We are planning to complete all construction by the end of 2010.

Finances are being closely monitored.
Overall, we spent approximately $1.2 Million in 2009 towards the project. As additional work picks up in the coming months, we

expect to spend on an average $450K per month. With the current funds available for this project, we will be able to carry the project for
another 11 months. The total project is estimated to be around $8.0 Million. We have to raise another $2.5 Million to complete Phase 1 and all
Marble work.

Your past contributions for this project have helped us tremendously in keeping the construction moving as per schedule. There are
about $2 Million in Pledges that have yet to be fulfilled. Furthermore, due to the delay in the project and today’s high construction costs, we
are required to continue with our fundraising efforts to raise the remaining funds. At the current spending pace, we could deplete all our funds
before the end of construction. We need the Sangh’s support more now than ever. 

My Jinalaya - New Fund Raising Proposal
During Paryushan, we announced the My Jinalaya fund-raising proposal. This is a simple and affordable proposal that is applicable

to all our Sangh members.
…we are not asking you to toil your hands in construction
…we are not asking you to volunteer 40 hrs to temple work
…we are not asking you to donate a year’s worth of salary
…we are not asking you to leave your family and devote 100% of your time this project
The objective of this proposal is to have each JCNJ Member family donate $5000 towards any of the Sangh activities throughout

2010. Your donation can be made by participating in one or more JCNJ activities- including Ghee Bolis, Puja, Daan Patra, Event Sponsorships,
Paryushan Donations, Swapna Darshan Ghee Boli, Sadharan Funds, etc.

To maintain consistent progress and complete the planned work of our Derasar, we have to raise 2.5 Million dollars.
We understand our fund raising goals are high. Despite of today’s tough economic conditions, with the blessing of our Shashan Dev

and Devis, JCNJ members are thriving and they continue to contribute towards completion of our Derasar. With commitment for the My
Jinalaya Proposal from the 1100 Sangh Member families, this target can be easily achieved. Please make your Pledge today.

The time is to act now!
It has been proven in history. Jain Derasars built thousands of years ago still exist today and will exist forever. They serve us a tool for

our enlightment and are a valuable investment for the future Jain generations. Our organization has grown immensely in the past 27 years. We
are in desperate need of this new Derasar. This is an investment in the future of our children. It’s once in a lifetime god sent opportunity for doing
the highest punyanubandhi punya.

If we don’t act now, we could lose out on all the hard earned momentum and progress we have produced in the past six months. The
construction could come to a halt and the project could extend another 5 years or more. We cannot afford to let the work stop. If we give up now,
we lose on a lifetime opportunity!

The positive atmosphere in the Sangh has energized this project. The team is motivated and committed to the successful completion
of this very important cause in the history of JCNJ. Your contributions, along with your support will have a continued positive impact on this
cause. We ask you graciously to join us on this bold and incredible journey. Together, we have achieved many milestones and together we will
accomplish our new goals.

Let’s Do It Now!         TOGETHER WE CAN, TOGETHER WE WILL!!

Thank you in advance for your generosity.
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2. Derasar Main Floor, Munisuvratswami Bhagwan Pratimaji
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6. Derasar Cellar Floor Pour Concrete 8. Derasar Cellar Floor Reinforcing Steel

1. Prayer Hall Wall Steel

4. Prayer Hall Walls and Floor3. Connecting Wing and Entrance to Derasar

7. Derasar Steel Columns and North Wall

5. Prayer Hall, Kitchen Area & Rest Rooms



PROGRAMS 2010

Notes: Programs are tent ative and subject to change.
Details will be available on JCNJ W eb Site, Yahoo Group E-mail and / or Quarterly Patrika.
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Che Gaav Ni Jatra
will be celebrated jointly by Siddhachalam and JCNJ sangh on Sunday, February 28, 2010 at Siddhachalam.
Please contact Dinesh  M. Chheda at dchheda226@yahoo.com

9:00 AM Che Gaav Ni Jatra followed by Chaitya –Vandan & Navkarshi
10:30 AM Snatra Puja
11:39 AM Navanuprakar Ni Puja,Aarti, Mangal–Divo,Shanti–Kalash,Chaitya-Vandan
2:00 PM Sadharmik Vatsalya

Date Event

Jan 10 Samuh-Samayik at 8:30 AM
Jan 17 Snatra Puja at 11:30 AM
Jan 30 Aantrai Kram Ni Puja at 11:00 AM
Jan 31 FT Derasar Cons. Progress Tour at 11 AM

Feb 14 Samuh-Samayik at 8:30 AM
Feb 21 FT Derasar Cons. Progress Tour at 11 AM
Feb 26 My Jinalay $5000 Fund Raising Meeting &

Dinner at 7:00 PM
Feb 28 Che Gav Ni Jatra and Snatra Puja at

Siddhachalam 9:00 AM

March 14 Samuh-Samayik at 8:30 AM
March 14 FT Derasar Cons. Progress Tour at 12 noon
March 21 Snatra Puja at 10:00 AM
March 28 Special Puja and Marble Nameplate

Installation
March 22-30 Aayambil Oli (27 & 28 at Derasar)

April 03 Aaras & Paras Drama Prep.,Ghee Boli &
Fund Raising –Narendra Nandu

April 04 Mahavir Janam Kalyanak,Cultural Program
& Fund Raising - N. Nandu

April 11 Samuh-Samayik at 8:30 AM
April 18 FT Derasar Cons. Progress Tour at 11 AM

May 02 Samuh-Samayik at 8:30 AM
May 07 Town Hall Fund Raising Meeting & Dinner

at  7:00 PM
May 16 Snatra Puja at 10:00 AM
May 23 FT Derasar Cons. Progress Tour at 11 AM
May 23 Special General Body Meeting at 2:30 PM

June 13 Snatra Puja at 10:00 AM
June 20 Samuh-Samayik at 8:30 AM
June 20 FT Derasar Cons. Progress Tour at 11 AM

Date Event

July 11 Samuh-Samayik at 8:30 AM
July 11 FT Derasar Cons. Progress Tour at 12 noon
July 18 FT Derasar Pratimajis Nagar Pravesh,

Limited Time Location, Vidhi, Pujan &
Celebration (approved by Acharya
Rajyashsuriji and confirmed Vijay Murhat
Date)

July 23-24-25 Caldwell Derasar Anniversary Celebration
– Aaras & Paras Drama, Dhaja Change,
Silver Aangi and Pujans/ Ghee Boli for FTP

Aug 1 Graduate Puja at 9:30 AM
Aug 8 Samuh-Samayik at 8:30 AM
Aug 15 FT Derasar Cons. Progress Tour at 11 AM
Aug 22 Snatra Puja at 10:00 AM
Aug 29 Special Fund Raising Program

Narendra Nandu

Sept 04 Paryushana Parva Begins
Sept 05 Swapna Darshan & Mahavir Janma
Sept 11 Paryushana Ends – Samvatsari

Pratikaman
Sept 12 Parna Day
Sept 26 Samuh-Samayik at 8:30 AM

Oct 10 Snatra Puja at 10:00 AM
Oct 15-23 Aayambil Oli (16, 17, 23 at Derasar)
Oct 17 FT Derasar Cons. Progress Tour at 11 AM
Oct 24 Samuh-Samayik at 8:30 AM

Nov 5-6-7 Diwali and New Year Puja, Celebration and
Calendar Distribution at Sidhachalam

Nov 14 Samuh-Samayik at 8:30 AM
Nov 14 General Body Meeting and Election
Nov 21 FT Derasar Cons. Progress Tour at 11 AM

Dec 12 Snatra Puja at 11:00 AM
Dec 17 Mon Akadashi
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JCNJ Operation Cont acts

Volunteer Program

We are very happy to inform you that JCNJ is actively working on implementing a formal Volunteering Program.
This program will be catered specially to high school students wishing to gain volunteering experience and gain
required certifications or credits for their high school or college admissions.
 
The JCNJ Executive Committee has appointed a special committee to formalize and implement this program in
the next couple of months. This new committee consists of representatives from each of our Pathshalas. The
committee has presented to the EC a draft proposal which is being reviewed and finalized for implementation.
 
We are excited about offering this wonderful opportunity to the high school students of our JCNJ families. Please
look out for more information on the Volunteering Program in the JCNJ March Newsletter (Patrika).
 
JCNJ Volunteering Program Team: Paurav Vora , Devang Shah, Prashant Shah, Himanshu Shah

Navanu Yatras Youth Experience (Maulee N. Shah)

With God’s grace and parents’ blessings, I recently completed “Navanu” yatras at Palitana. I truly enjoyed the
experience and wish to share the following observations with our sangh members.  During my yatras, I noted
that a large number of youth participated in this pilgrimage.  Any young adult would have no problem finding
company if they were to travel there and start the pilgrimage alone. What better time to enjoy this experience
than while you is in good health and spirit? The whole atmosphere around Dada’s darbar and on the mountain is
just amazing and unbelievable.

Nana Pundit Maharaj Ji - Shri Yugbhushan Maharaj Saheb will most likely be hosting the 2010 Navanu yatra
starting later this year.  For anyone thinking about Navanu, there may be no better time than this year. I have
created an online blog detailing my unforgettable 37 days experience of Navanu Yatras with pictures and videos
(you can be invited to the blog if you e-mail mauleevadi@gmail.com). Also, the BBC recently visited Palitana and
published some articles, beautiful pictures and insightful videos:
1) http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/8456435.stm   2) http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/8448290.stm

Puja and Samuh-Samayik Dinesh M. Chheda - 201-368-0954

Derasar Opening, Puja & Sponsorship Ushaben Gandhi - 201-792-1153

Membership/Change of address Manish Shah - 732-819-7120

Youth Program/Volunteer Yogesh Shah - 732-287-6118 • Devang Shah - 732-616-4357

Outstanding Ghee Boli and Pledges Anil Shah - 732-651-8734

Pathshala Classes Caldwell - Bipin Shah - 973-584-6770  • Edison - Meena Shah - 732-499-7586

Jersey City  - Priti Shah - 201-653-6471

South  Brunswick - Kalpana Shah - 732-329-3236

Franklin Township Project Fund Raising Himanshu Shah - 201-653-6471 • Rashmi Shah - 609-860-1565

Ashok Shah - 732-321-8648 • Chandrakant Mehta - 973-316-5959

Nitin Talsania - 908-306-1406

Franklin Township Construction Tour Tasvir Shah - 919-636-0974 • Vinay Shah  - 732-329-2478

Ketan Shah - 973-390-3674 • Babul Shah - 201-344-5308

Web Site/E-mail Himanshu Shah - 201-653-6471

PR/Suggestion/Improvement/Innovation Rashmi Shah - 609-860-1565 • Nitin Talsania - 908-306-1406
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Derasar Puja, Aarti and General Procedures
v Derasar  may open everyday morning for Angpuja. 

For more information call Sanatbhai/Pramodaben Jhaveri at 973-228-4355 or Dinesh M. Chheda at 201-368-0954

v Do only V asksep puja on Gaut amswami and Pundrikswami.

v Do not do Kesar puja on Dev - Devi; instead use V askshep tilak on forehead only .

v Ladies can not do V askshep tilak on Manibhadravir and Nakoda Bhairavaji.

v There is no need to perform sep arate Aarti/Mangal Divo for Nageshwar Parshvanath & Shantinath Bhagwans. 

v You can simply show Aarti to Nageshwar Parshvanath & Shantinath Bhagwans. 

v No one should enter the Gabhara without Puja clothes.

v Do not touch Dev-Devi’ s murti.

v Use limited amount of water for Abhishek puja.

v A separate kesar-ni V adki will be placed for each Bhagwan, Please do not bring sep arate kesar from the kesar

room.

v Do not leave fruit s and sweet s (Naivedya) in the derasar .

v Keep Gabharo, Bhamti and Rangmandap neat and clean.

v No one should bring pratimaji, bhagwan photo, religious books and bulletins without written approval from

the EC secret ary or president.

v Do not t alk or socialize in the derasar .

v No one should consume any food/tea/coffee/or sof t drink af ter Aarti.

v Place your shoes in the rack slot. Do not leave your shoes on the carpet.


